Introduction {#s0010}
============

This chapter considers the principles of the diseases that occur during the first month of life in animals born alive at term. Diseases causing abortion and stillbirth are not included. The specific diseases discussed are presented separately under their own headings.

The inclusion of a chapter on diseases of the newborn, and at this point in the book, needs explanation. The need for the chapter arises out of the special sensitivities that newborns have:•Their immunologic incompetence•Their dependence on adequate colostrum containing adequate antibodies at the right time•Their dependence on frequent intake of readily available carbohydrate to maintain energy•Their relative inefficiency in maintaining normal body temperature, upward or downwardAll of these points require emphasis before proceeding to the study of each of the body systems.

There are no particular aspects of a clinical examination that pertain only to or mostly to neonates. The same clinical examination as is applied to adults is used, with additional, careful examination for congenital defects and diseases, which may involve the umbilicus, the liver, the heart valves, the joints and tendon sheaths, the eyes, and the meninges, and for birth-related trauma (e.g., rib fracture, joint luxation, distal limb fracture).

Because there is a much greater susceptibility to infectious disease, dehydration, and death, diagnosis and treatment must be reasonably accurate and rapid. Supportive therapy in the form of fluids, electrolytes and energy, and nursing care are especially important in the newborn to maintain homeostasis.

Teeth Clipping of Piglets {#s1930}
=========================

It is necessary to shorten the needle teeth of the upper and lower jaw of the newborn pig using a clean pair of sharp nail clippers or a grinding wheel. It is essential to practice good hygiene or infection of tooth roots can occur, leading to local inflammation and infection with the possibility of abscessation associated with *Fusobacterium* and *Trueperella.* It is not done before 6 hours of age because it will interfere with the absorption of colostrum. It is done to prevent damage to the sow\'s teats or to other piglets before 7 days after birth. Damage to the sow\'s teats will cause pain and reluctance to allow suckling. Damage to other piglets may interfere with the establishment of the "pecking order" in the litter.
